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How to overcome
cultural barriers:
Training Actions



The role of Training within SOLCO

• A specific WP of SOLCO was dedicated to 
training actions of “key actors”:
potential users and technical actors

• In order to remove cultural barriers and 
promote the utilization of Solar Cooling  
technologies



Work Package 5: Training

• Each insular partner of the project, organized 
training courses on solar cooling technology 
targeted to different categories of “key actors”

• Each course was designed according to the 
needs and characteristics of the category of 
“key actors” it was addressed to



The role of SOLCO partners for training

• In each insular region of SOLCO consortium, 
training courses were organized for:
• Designers
• Installers, maintenance staff, firms…
• Private potential users 
• Public potential users



Duration and Target of Training Courses

• 3-5 days “Designers”
• 2-3 days for “Installers”
• 3-5 days for “Public potential user”
• 1-2 days for “Private potential user”



Contents of Training Courses

• The general structure of different courses 
was jointly defined by partners

• General contents of different courses (for 
the longest duration they could have) are 
available on www.solcoproject.net pages 
dedicated to training courses



Contents of Training Courses on the website



Contents of course for designers (5 days)

1.Climatology, Solar Collectors
2.Chillers
3.Building, Normative, Plant design
4.Costs, Case Studies
5.Practical Workshop, Final Test



Local Involvement

• Training courses were organized with 
collaboration of LAC members and other 
local stakeholders



Training & Local needs 

• LAC members cooperated with SOLCO 
partners to adapt contents of courses to 
specific local needs

• Contribution from LAC also for calendars, 
diffusion, and participants search.



Calendar of Training Courses
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Some Results

• 545 people trained
• Programs of all performed 

courses with utilized  
presentations in Greek, 
Italian and Spanish are 
available on SOLCO 
website

• Training material in 
English



Some feedbacks

• It is necessary a larger diffusion of SC technology 
in order to reduce installation costs

• It is absolutely necessary include solar cooling 
technology into financial aid schemes 

• More applications are needed in order to have 
direct contacts with plants and their management



…other feedbacks

• It is necessary to look for one alternative to the 
cooling tower in order to avoid the risk of legionnaire 
diseases (ITC)

• Most engineers participating to courses in Crete 
declared that SC was not included into their 
programs at University

• High investment cost limits widespread application 
(ENV TUC)



Feedbacks: why are applications so few?
(Sicily)

it is not possible to learn from 
existing experiences

24%

high costs
22%

anavailability of technological 
components on local market

8%

designers are not skilled
12%

technology is not sufficiently 
known

34%



Just one consideration about costs

• 204.500 € is the EU contribution
for the whole SOLCO project

• 545 people trained

• 375 € per person trained contributed by EU funds

• Not taking into account all rest of project deliverables 
(reports, market studies, leaflet, website, brochure, 
infodays…)



For further information: www.solcoproject.net
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Thank you for your attention !


